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PUSHING WORK IN CONGRESS

THE CIPHER PLOT ALONE NEGLECTED.

SUAT IMPORTANT TOPIC THE POTTER COMMITTEE
EVISCES A WONDERTUL REFUGNANCE TO TOUCH
—TWO MOHE APPROPRIATION BILLS PASSED—
GENFRAL NEWSH.

The Potter Committee, which met yester-
day, avoided all reference to the damaging
cipher exposures made by Tne TRIBUNE,
The general work of Congress is rapidly going
forward. The various investigating eom-
mittees are all at work. Yesterday the
House passed two more of the appro-
printion bills, and two othes are nearly
ready for action. The Senate discussed
the Electoral bill. The wnoemination of
Assistant-Treasurer Hillhonge was passed upon
in committee favorably, and some names of
postmasters were confirmed. Tae TrieUNE
gpecial dispatehies present some interesting
statements to-day about lLow the Southern
States are thought of in Earope, harbor im-
provements around New-Yoik, and political
affairs,

e ——
MR. CORBIN ENTITLED TO A SEAT.
M. C. BUILER NEVER LEGALLY ELECTED—A FORTR-
COMIXG REFORT ON THE 8UBJECT.
IBY TELEGRAIYM TO TUr ThinUNe]

WasnINGTON, Dee, 10,~It was generally under-
gtood before Congress ndjonrued last Sumwmer that
tlie Republican members of the Seunte Committee
ou Privileges and Elections would sign & repart di-
elaring (hat Mr, D, T. Corbin, of South Caroling, 1s
entitled to the seat in the Senate now ocenpied by
General M. C. Butler® Such a report will undonbiedly
be presented during the present session, ml an ar-
tempt will be made to secure » vote upon if.

The question at fssne 1 this contest 13 stmply
whetberthe Logislature which elocted ("orbin, or
that which clioso Batler was the lawfnl Legisiaturo
of the State, or whether either was when the elec-
tions were respoctively hold.  After a careful study
»f the history of the easo, the Committee on I'iivi-
jeges and Elections is understood to have arr vod at
the following conclusions

Firs!—That the Senate of the Chamberlain Logis-
Inture was unguestionnbly the legal Senate of the
8tate. Thers was no othor,

Sevond—That there were no representatives from
Edgeficld and Loaurens Counties in the Lower House
of either of the rival Logislatures, becanse no cers
tificates of election acrording to the law aud usage
of the Siate had been issned (o anybody from these

. ronnties, and the Clerk of the House had no right to

place the names of any persons npon the roll of

the House as representatives from those connties.

Third—It follows that the Gfty-nine members of
the House'of Representatives who met iu the State
Houss at Columbia and orgamzed with E. W, M.
Mackey ns Speaker, were lawfolly eonvened and
organized, and under the Constitution of South Car-
olina constituted the lawful House of Representa-
tives of that State, Although it contained loss
than a majority of all the possible members, it did
rontain a majority of all who wire elected, and it
therefore had o quornm to do business, which un-
fer the laws of the Btate consisted not of a majority
of all possible wembers, bat s majority of the mem-
bers chosen, The SBenate and House which elected
Mr. Corbin beng, therefore, the lawful Legislature
of the State, Mr. Corbin is the Benator.

But even if the Legislature whuch assembled in
the Etate House was not the logal one, and Mr, Cor-
bin was not regularly elected, the committes is un-
ierstood to hold that General Butler cannot retain
his seat for these reasons :

First—There was no vacancy to be filled at the
time of his election, on mber 19, 1876, as Mr.
Dorbin had been lawfully olected to said office on
ithe 12th of December, 1876,

Second=The Honse of Hepresentatives that as-
mmed to elect Mr. Butler, had no quornm at the
fime it was organized, and was never therefore a
lawfal body. The additions made to it by recrnits
troms the House of Representatives, assembled in
the State Honse, did not make it a lawful body, 17
ihat Honse wns a law{ul body at its organization it
wonld so remain, notwithstonding the absence of
ive of its members, If by their absence 1t was re-
fuced below a quorum, no bnsiness could be done
xeopt to adjourn or send for the absent members,
But that House was not in fact at any time reduced
velow a quornm. It remained whole from tne day
of its orgamzation, November 28, 1870, until 1=
sember 22, 1874, following, when in connection
with the Senate it adjonrned,

Third—But adustting all that i claimed by Mr,
Butler for the Wallace Honse, that it wus lawfully
sriganized and had a quorum of the Houss present,
still while thns \\'nnlu.rllluvahdmo the election of Mr,
Corbin, 1t woald not make valid Mr. Dutlers elec-
tion, The single and 1solated House of Representa-
tives of South Carolina eannot by any processof
reasoning be held to eqnstitute the Legislature of
that State. The Constftution of that Btate requires
a Senate und & Honse of Hepresentatives for that
purpose,  But the Walluce House had no Senate to
regognize it. It stood jsolated and alone, and so
ptanding 1t eould originate no lawful sction., It
eould no more elect a Senator than it could enact
laws. It did not in faet during its whole ses<ion do
noy legrslative not or rrewnd that it conld do any.
It recognized its own impotency in this respeet, hnt,
strang: inconsistency, it made o dash ut the election
of a United States Senator,

Any attenpt to seat Mr. Corbin duriog the present
aeym,m of Congress will eerta'nly be stoutly opposed

¥ the Democrats of the Senate, and will lead to an
exciting debate.

—— )
NOT A WORD ABOUT THE CIPHERS,

A MEETING OF THE POTTER COMMITIEE—THR DEM-
OCRATS SAUN THE TRIBUNE DYNAMITE WITH
EXTRAORDINARY CARE AND UNANIMILY.

IBY TELRGRAPT TO THE THIDUNE.|

WasHixgToN, Dee, 10.=The Potter Committee
held its first meeting of the session to-day, and from
the beginning to the end of 1t there was an cminous
silence abont the ciplier dispatches,

The Republican members of the committes had
determined in advance that they should not call up
the subject if the Democrats did not. ‘Their posi-
tion i that they are gatisfied with the mvestigation
of the Democratie frands by Tur TRIBUNE ; thut as
the matter now stands the case is made out guainat
Pelton, Marble and Smith Weed, as clearly and as
conclusively as it can in all probability be made ont
by an official inquiry ; and that if the Democrafs
aro willing to leave 1t as it is, the Republicans do
uot olbject,

When, therefore, the general question was neked
in the committee by the chairman to-day {without
veferring to cipber telegrams) if the Repubheans
bad any suggestions to make in regard to the future
proceedings of the committee, there was no response.
The Democratic members of the committee decided
that if Congress would grafft the mouey necessary
to pay the expenses of such an expedition, they
wonld send another sub-committee to New-Orleans
to complete the work which was cut short by the
outbreak of the yellow fever lust Summer, and that
Mr. Potter should act as chairman of it.

After the meeting of the sommittoe was over, the
threo Republicans, Measrs. Hiscock, Reed sud Cox,
held a conference, at which Mr., Hiscock opposed
pursuing the nseless inquiries upon whieh the com-
mittes has thus far been engaged. He thonghe the
country tired of the whole business, aud that there
Isno occasion for the further expenditure of time
and monoy in the useless hunt for Republican
frands. It his Republican collengues agreo with
him, Mr. Hiseook willlead off in the next mesting
of the eommittes on Thursday in opposition to
sending sny more sub-committees to the Boutbern
Btates, or spending any more of the people’s money
in the valn attempt to throw o little mud on the Re-
publican party. .

It has been suggested this afternoon that Mr.
Potter himself would be rather glad than other-
wise to go to Louisiana just now, especially if he
oould be sure that during his sbsence the cipher
mmmumuu thcse mem-

hers of the commitiee who remain here, and be dis-

posed of.

The failure of the Democrats of the committee
to make any reforence to the one subject in which
there is any popnlar interest has been attribnted
by some to the continued absence of General
Butler, of whom the Democrats seem to be mach
afrmid. The opinlon has come to he universal in
Washington that the Geueral has or ean control the
originals of the eipher telegrams which Tue
Trinuse bas printed aud translated. The Demo-
erats had a theory a week ngo that in the bandle
of dispntehes which General Butler brought into
the committeo-room last June were both Demo-
cratic and Topnblican messages, and that when tl!n
Goneral ardves in Washington he will tnr his
guns  against the party with which he has
been nntil reeently assovinted. This theory, jwhich
many of the Demoerils were vory anxious to be-
lieve, has now been abandoned, A story is started
every day or two that Republican documents have
been diseovered, but it is ouiy to be contradicted,
ahd the Demoerats have given up the hope of eateh-
ing the Republicuns in that way.

An explangtion of the inactivity of the Demotrats
of the Potter Committee in starting an inquiry
abonl the eiphers that is more likely to be correety
than that which atiribates it to hope or fear in re-
gard to what Genersl Botler may have in his mys-
terions bundle, is this: Mr. Potter, it is said, is un=-
willing fo seem toheseeking now fields of exploration
m jnst thedireetion in which the oipher dispatches
oint,  He will not, therefore, set on foot an inves-
lu;'u'inn of this kind nuless he 18 direeted to do so by
the Honse, e tlinks that s commiftes was up=
pointed for a specifie prrpose, so those say wihio ail-
vinee this theory, which did not ineludes the exami-
nation of the Demmocratie cipher dispatches, and that
je s 1o more calied upon to voluntect to tako up
that subject tian uny one of several other cominit-
tees is, The beief, fonnded on the best informa-
tion sttainable, is that the Polter Committes will
not go mto an inguiry in regard to the cipher dis-
patchies  voluntaniy; but afier a while it is
thonght some Demorratie member will call the nts
tention of the Honso to the subjoct, nud that then
the Potter Committee will be jimstructed to take up
the matter and report upoun it. What mikea the
Democrats partioniuly uncomfortabile is that the
Eepuhlicans will not Glibuster against the passago
of snch a resolution,

P S —
PERSONAL AND OFFICIAL GOSSIP,

THE RECESTIONSOF MES, HAYFS—A FIGHT OVER THE
ST, LOUIS POST OFFICE=SECRETARY THOMPSON—
Mil, HILLIOUSE—MR, BAKEIR'S PLACE,

IBY TELHGRAPS TO THE TRIDUSE.)

Wasmxaros, Dee. 10.—Mra. Hayes will resume
her Saturday afternoon receptions on the 4thof

January,

The mnomination of Mr. Hillhouse to be
Assistaut United States ‘Treasurer av Noew-York
was cousidered by the Senate Finance Committes
to-day., Tt was agreed to report the snme to the
Senate with a favorable fecommendation,

Colonel Banue! Hays, Postmaster at St. Lonis, is
here looking after his confirmation by the Benate.
Colanel Hays was appoiuted Postmaster during the
yacation of Congross and was the acknowledged
selection of Secretary Schurz, Mr. Filley, it may
bo remembered, was removed beeanse of his al-

leged violation of the Civil Service rules,
he being nceused of using his  office
for political purposes.  Bince his  removal

he has been hard at work to secure the rejection of
the nomination of Colonel Hays. The nomination
waa sent to the Committee ou Post Offices and Post
TRoads and was thon referred to Senntor Kirkwood,
of lowa, The latter said to-day that he bas received
many complainis and replies thercto, and is waiting
until all are in before he decides upon his re-
port to the committee. From the nature of his
remarks it is inferred that he is disposed to make
an unfavorable report on the nomination. It
is belicved that the two Missouri Democratic
RBenntors will not  oppose  the  econfinna-
tion of Colonel Hays, It is expeeted, how
ever, that there will bo a contest over the case.
Both Postmaster-General Key and Assistant-Post-
master-General Tyner were opposed to Mr. Filley's

removal,

Althongh Secrctary Photmpson has boen in very
regular attendance upon Lis ofticial dntios sinee his
recent sickness, he has not entirely recovered his
nsual health, Lately the Secrctary hag been guf-
{ering from a slight rhenmatie attack whieh hias
been gegravated within a duy or two by the din-
agreeable weather that has prevalled,

It is not yet known who will suceoed Mr. Baker
as Chief of the Loan Division of the Treasury De-
parument,  The position s one of very greal rospon-
ibility. and requires an acenrate knowledge of the
laws governing National loans and finances gen - r-
ully, Thare are geveral applicants for the position,
Rome of the Treasury employés in this city are in-
clined to the belief that the position will not be
filled by any one at present emploved in the loan

pranch of the Eepartment.
_———

ENGINEERING WORK AT NEW-YORK,
EXTRACTS FROM THE REPOHT OF GENERAL NEWTON
—A BREAEWATER OFF THE HARBOR—NEWTOWN
CHEEK.
INY TEILRORAFH TO THE TRIAUNE. )
Wasmnorox, Dee, 10—~The annual report of the
Chief-Engineer contains some interesting informa-
tion in regard to the progress of work under the di-
rection of General Newton in the vieinity of New-

York.
The amount of broken rock removed at Hallett’s

Poiut during the last fiscal year was 235,258 tous.
In response to & resolution passed by the Honse
of Representatives during the last session, directing
the Secretary of War to report upon needed improve-
meuts along the seuth coast of Long Island be-
tween Rockawav Inlet and Coney Island Point,

Gieneral Newton writes:

The consts of Long Isiand and of New-Jersey, mecting
at the Dar st Sandy Hook, iimit & water swres which is
exposed to the severest gales (f1ow the northedst dround
to the souih) which desolate this const, The lne speci-
fied nnder the resolution I but five aod o halt miles In
lengih from the puint of Coney Islund to Rockaway In-
liet, acd every part of 3t belog Iu toe lmmedisto nelgeh-
borhood of the enteanee to tbe hurbor of New-York, 1ue
question would natu y arise, what teoessity wudes
sueh clrcumatanees id thers bo Tor uslrietion
of o breakwater. Obviously, oy aoder the contingenoy
whilon would beloug Lo s very sy torm of the weves
bronkmyg on the bar, and thos Lingg the passags
of the tempest-tossed versels Lot atarad barbor wituin,

‘Tl position for w broak wiler ander Lils aspoct of
i o the portion of the copst under cansidata:
L would be west of Roeknway Iniet—in five futhows
of water the line feclng the seutheast,  This Lne would
I prolpngod, Intersect il short distwnces the shors of
Lotg delnnd snd Sandy Hook, nod would thus have fis
fanks protected from dpogerous sens Rovknway Iniet
is however contipally wdvancing westwanl, accom-
panled by mmenss slioals of moving =and which are
gradunlly resteleting and may floslly obllterats the
deep woter arva switabie for 0 broak vator sod wow
Iviog betwesn the Inlet anil Coney Island Polat, render-
g it neccesary L by to ix the Jocatlon ju dreper
water aud In o more exposed position, * * ¢

Flrst—=A breakwator siong thia secilon of the coast
will be peeded ouly when the waves break on the bar at
Bandy Hook and mnke o row huto New-York buy davger-
wuA or dmoossiole,

Becomd=—1le wdvanes of the bnlet and shionls westward
will probably luteriers with the futore use of the brouk-
wWaier, unisas the position of this strueture be sdvanoed
uto doep water suflicleutly fur to avoid such u resull
The chanuel leading iuto Rocknway Lilet s now stralgot
aud wpintaius tue considerubie depih of Afteen fent over
the bar, w ek 18 dawply suflielent for all present and
future commercial purposes. Althougn the motlon west-
wand of the injet and lis chanuel csuuel be prevented
peveribeess sueh direction snd shape to this ehaonol
can be preserved s may be found by expericuoe Lo pe-
eotnpuuy wnd belong to the groatest druught over is
bar. Therv 18 g strong probabllity that seouer or later
e tntet will close for commerein]l vorposes, and hence
the mode of Improvem-ul should be luexpeusive, s
recomumednicd ju the report,

The information to be obialoed and bearing upon the
suljeots constdered, nithough indicative of certiin gen-
eral resilts, 18 altogether nsufolent for & complete so-
Hutlon of the guestions formully presented, aud of thoss
arlaing trom s conslderation of tue suliject; nnd farther
exnminations intelligently directed muy lirgely modily
eertain coneluslons Low lercd altogotber probable,

Touching the examination orderced by the House
of Representntives to determine whether any de-
posits bave occurred at the prers near the junction
of Newtown Creck and the East River caleulated to
obstruct navigation, and if so, the probable cost of
removing the same, General Newton reporta :

Notwithstanding the fact that no funds wire granted
with which to evtduct &0 exaudyution, certain informa-

tiou. not complets, however, had been colleoted o
Whieh to buse 8 opiolon. A cowparison of present
P with those of 1 37 wa 0 general as
woll us w%« ting up of the apd the in-
fervnee 18 tuat ution of depth 1s due Lo re-
lsods under water, and thus dlminishing the

ares. ut the foot of Veruon-ave. s &

great ohstruetion to the flow of the tides and shounld be
ecsentially modified or removed; and it s nmrm that
there are two other bridges above this whi Hkewise
interfere with the tides,

In reply to the resojution of Congress it mast be atated
that deposita have ocearred at the plors near the june-
tion of Newtown Creckand the Enst Riveri and that
the probable eost of removal to n depth of foarteen feet
at menn low water wonld be §2,000. The City of Brook-
Ty ooutains within its limits three ehannols whie o
frate into the beart of the city nnd are of great uthity in
affording [ading ploces ot convenignt pointa for heavy
guodtn, ard thereby diminishing the smount of trnoks e
and expense required for their distribution, Two of
thesw, the Gowanus and Wallabout Canals, are eom-
s'nu-l.r or nearly bulkhended sud may be re ledl na

nisbed. The third, Bushwick Creek, la very little het-
ter than a swamp, and the {ntention hne not been devel-
oped either to canalize It like the former two or to il
up for conversion into buflding lots, Newlown Creck,
situnted between Brooklyn and Long Inluud City, not
only subserves the purpose of & communioation ta the
Interior of these oitles, and thos aids in the cheap dis
tribntion of goods, but 18 elaimed likewise na n proper
ohinnel for vesscls of heavy draugbt to load ab the
wihieves upon its banks.

e
THE HOUSE AMAZINGLY BUSY.
TWO MORE APPROPRIATION BILLS DISPOSED OF AND
TWO OTHERS 800N TO DE,
INT TELEGRAPH TO THE THINUNE.]

Wasminagron, Dee, 10.=The Honse of Repre-
sentatives was in an indnsteions mood agan to-day.
The Consular and Diplomatic Appropriation bill was
agroed to in Committee of the Whole, and was
passed after having bgen inercased $12,700 over
the amount fixed by "the commitice. The Naval
bill was then taken up, Many of its provisions
wero agroed npon without debate or amendment,
and the bill was passed. At tlas vate the House
will lave no difienity 1 finishing at least six of the
regular appropriation bilis before the holiday recess.

——
THE BLAINE RESOLUTION,
IT I8 TO BE CALLED UP TO=DAY POk DISCUSSION,
IBY TELEGRAFIL TO TIE TRIAUSE |
WasiiNGTos, Deo, 10.—8enator Blaino will enll
np the resolution which he mtroducsd on the fiest
day of the session at 1 o'elock to-morrow, and will
mike a brief speech in support of it. The resolution
whioh the Republican Canens Committes has hiad
under consideration is not the one offered by Mr,
Blaine about Southem elections, It s one offered
by Mr. Edmunds about the spnctity of the Consti-
tional Amendments. The committes, of which Mr,
Fdumnds and Mr. Blaine are both members, bos
been considering the latter, but that of Mr. Blaine
Lias not boen discussed either by cuueus or the
comunttes, ark lias been widely reported.

—_——
THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST MR, ROBESON.
A DEMOCEATIO PROPOSITION TUAT THE EX-8ECLE-
TARY UE INDICTED,
INT TRELEGUAI TO THE TRIBUNE.]
WasmxaTox, Dee. 10,=The Democratic mombers
of the Hotss Committes on Naval Atiaies submitted
their report in the Robesou csse to the Republican
members of that committee to-day, They made the
request that the Republicans deeide immediately
what course shall be pursued, The Republicans
will hold a meeting on Friday for its consideration,
The Domoeratie reportrecounmends the mdictment
of ex-Seeretury Robeson for urregiiaritiea n tho
manngsment of his department during Goneral
Grant’s sdnunistration,

PR —
CURRENT TOPICS AT THE CAPITAL.
VIEWS ON THE INDIAN QUESTION,

WasHNGTON, Tuosday, Dee. 10, 1878,

General William H. Lyon, of New-York,
member of the Porchasing Commitiee of the Hoard of
Indisn Commissioners, testified about trunsferring the In-
dlan Burcan to the War Department to-day, Ho opposed
the tranafer oo the ground that Army offferrs ure not edu-
gated in the lipe of elvilization, He sald he bud a pro-
found Aspect for the oficers of the Army, aud thoueht
1t would be very ungencraus for 4 ereat nation ke ours
to aak o man who aevoted Lo best portion of bis life as
a soldier to accept a pesition as Indian sgent. He
wontd as readily thk of transferring the publle schools
of New-York City to the Police Departiiont because
there were somo unrnly ehldren to be deall with as to
tranafor the Indian Buread to mil tary management. As
u body, be eonsidored the Tudlon aeonts Ineompetont
rathor than dishoveat. Mr. Harelay
She Buel ty of Fricnds wt tho Winuebase Ageney
braaks, gave hls views o opposition to the transfer,,
Genersl Hooker submitted o letter from Geoeral Marey
waking someimporianteo:re: thons o o previous commu-
pionddon temiered by that gentletat to the commission,
Judge Boone desired to inearporato in the teatimony i
ropott o the Searetary of War by G MeFue ey,
Fontrasting the eosts of varlous -uppiies u s by Lhe War
Dsprattmeut Wi thoso o the Tudian Barean.  Mr. Van
Vorhies, howevern, 1 I
loy dppyar before e
fgi od wnon, and for this parpos
wee! WEmnrTow,

BECKETARY SHEKMAN VISR A COMMITTEE

Seeretary Sherman was before the Conmties
of Ways and Meins 1o-day, uad guve bis viows ocomeorn
g e bill hevetofoury wirmloeed by Hepresentaiive
Wood 1o sutborizs the eae of corlifleates of deposit n
gid ot the retnndting of the Natien al et The Ll not
only muihorizes bl direats thie Socielury Do isste suel
cortifieaten, nuil tuterest to 3 per cente On
Tunrsday the © f b lood dospecind wecting o
connider the Si il .

it
WASHINGTON NOTES,
WastNGTON, Tuesday, Dee, 10, 1874,

Advices to the Internal Revenue offiee from Atlanta,
Gn., Teport a recent extensive puld through Cherokes
County In that State, during whie I i number of distil
Jerbes wore cspiured several thousnnd gullons of
wirh and beer destroyed by the ralding partics,

The House Military Committes, this moralog, agreed
o bill grandng twenty eoudemped canuon for the
Custe r monument st Wesi Poiut,

The Trensury Department is in receipt of Information
that, unless cattle slupped from the United Statea to
Gireat Britain huve Government health certifleats s when
embinrked, slaugbter wiil e ecompelled on landing.

The Contraller of the Currency has recelved applica-
tlops from Harvard College and Columbs College for
ooples of bis report for the use ol thelr elisses lu puliti-
chl ecovomy,

The Wl offered to-day by Mr, Lamar, " to establish a
Departient of Publle Health,” provides for the estab-
Hshment of s doparte ent to gegulve and diffuse among
toe prople of the United staies ascful inforamtion on
stilijeets connected with the pubile heatth, and to direet
the muosgemont of efficlenl and eanitary  guaranting
aviatems thiroupehont the s veral States and Territories,
It subboriees tho apgoiutuent of w T flenoral at
a salinry of §7,500 ver punun, whe shsli |In- wll the
dufes und exeicise all th pWErs Doy o Flig wpon
the Supervising Burgeon-Genernd of the Marine }EnplluT
Fervies, and that too nther offiee sliall be abolinbed
The rector-Gennent shall also wake and euforee all
guaranine sod other regulations for the preventlon
of eidde e oisense s,

Toe Sonpie Committen nppoloted Lo investgnte alioga-
tlonn aeatist Benator Matthews, deolded losday To deler
the adoption of a deflolte procramine of aotion wntil the
committes shall have bt sped Deoo Lig Tise o copy of
tue testimony of Anderson,

commiiteg, W

Wil 'l
the comwittes will

TLLEGRAPIIC NOTES,

THE TROOPR CALLED OUT IN KENTUCHY.

Lovesviney, Ky. Dwee. 10 —tovernor MeCroary
Tun opderod pact of the State nn‘,Illua Boeeathitt County.

THE SEWSPAFER OF THE V. Mit. MURRAY.

Bostox, Dee, 10,—=The tioldon Rule, edited Ly the
ey, Mr. Murrey, will cense bfier tie presesi wook Lo appear
s a woskly, BUwill be podnged son mosthily mogaeiue.

. FOUR TONS OF TALLS HLOUK ADED.

Bax Fuascisoo, Dee, 10, —Owing to a failoee of
the contractars, & ton of tiall watter hos sooinminlated at
tho Prescal Post Ofllee, wud thres tons bave sccomulated st
Ehrenlers.

I'J{_I\'l'.'l{;\l'lll MeCLELLAN BUSY ON HIs MESSAOE

I'ueston, NoJL, 1 H=Governor Met! ol lan s
moving Trom his Summer sespdonee it Orauge 1o this city,
whors ho will pemuin docing the Winler atl Spring, He s
now At work oo lde messapee,

ACANADIAN BELEGATE COMING,

Mosrenat, Deo, 10,1 honas Wiite, M, I, a0tt
last nlght for Washington to attend as represeniative of the
Diotalidon Hoard of Trade of the meeting of (he peesidontes of
tue various Boands of Trade of the Uniicd Sotes.

THE VIRGINIA LEGISLATUNRE PERI'LEXED.

K cumoxp, Do, 10—in the Honse to=dany the
olnt resolution passed by tho fenato, thist the prosent sesslon
s B regular une, was defeatod by Wie adoption ol the sul-
siitote thatit is o regalar and conetitutionel session.

HUIT FOR #40.000 FOR CIVIL DAMAGES,

Areasy, Dee, 10,=Mm, Elzabeth Casey, of
Cobleskill, has prought suit for $60,000 under the Clvil
DPamagvs Ack The plalntifs hosband was turned oul of
Boandenstine's kaloon snd killel by & reiiroad train,

ENTHUSIASM THAT BHOWERS DO NOT DAUNT,

Rin Bask, N, J., Dee, 10.—Despite the dronching
ruln the ® of Lha » bury Gun Olab met today in
sclearing of wood, anfl abot off their umlm{ll.l'r
contest for the gold chawplenshiy badge. John B. Bergen
wal.

TROUHLE ABOUT THE LOUISIANA INTEREST,

NEw-OrLEANS, Doe. 10.—The Fiscal Agent of the
gocy i G0l i e e e

S ] ULry ouu B
Bate vousuls.

A PUBLIC LEGACY OF 50,000,
Rostox, Dee, 10.—The will of the late Joseph B.
‘nnmn aum:mmm to the Young Men's Christisn

m!
that thore a K‘mnnghlnn

!:nhllltulllln freo of debt
eamnplied with,
THE TROUBLES OF A NANTUCKET BANK.
Boston, Dee, 1 H’ntuo et Lostitution for

=’
le Las been ordered not

Aoy b b e o Jay r hem 1 B S
ikl o ity opridigt Tl al Toks o 149

ie, mpn-amtgl‘ 1
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WINTER'S FIRST STORM.
—_— -

ITS GREAT EXTENT AND VIOLENCE.
EFFECTS IN THIS CITY AND RUBURBAN TOWNS—
FUNY OF THE GALZ ALOFO THE ATLANTIC
COAST — PARTIAL SUSPENSION OF RAILROAD
TRAFFIC AND TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION.
The storm in the city yesterday was severe, and
while no serious accidents were reported,
there was much discorafort. 1he rainfall was
heavy. The fall of the moereury in the barometer
was remarkable, There were reports of damage to
temporary structures at Coney Island, and
o ligh tide provailed, The storm  was
felt  with great violence on the At
lantio coast from Virgima to New-Jersey, while
inlaud it extouded as far westward as
Olio, and_ as far porthward as Ver-
mont. The principal rivers in this area aro
flosded, the Hudson and Susquehanna being very
full at some points, TrafMe has been partially sus-
pended on the Hudsou River Kailroad, Telegraplic
communnication was much interrupted,

i
HIGH TIDE IN THE HUDSON.
PART OF THE RAILROAD WASHED OUT—IRAFFIC
BUSPENDED,

Povaurrrrsie, N, Y., Dee, 10.—A heavy sonth-
east rain-storm has prevailed along the Hudson sines
noon yesterday., To-day the tide was the highest
of any experienced for years, and the piers and
wharves were everywhoere submerged.  Passengers
from tho steamer Martin were landed in swall
boats,  All the streams lemling into the ITndson are
heavily swollen,  In many places the track of the
Hudson River Railroad is submerged, and forty feet
of the track have been washed out south of Garri-
son's, near Highland Station, and no train has come
porth of the break minee 1:45 p. m, to-day. A
wivcking teain and gangs of men have gone there,
and expect to get trains throngh by midnight.

Further reports from below stato that another
washout has ocenrred  mear Peekskill, and the
down-track of (ho New-York Conieal and Hudson
iver Malroad Company I8 disubled by high
water  The liest Pacific express Las been sont out
of New-York over the Harlom Road, The New-York
special teain leaving here at 4:50 p, m., the way
train leaving hiere at 3:50 p. m, and the 7:35 p. m.
express, all bonnd south, are Iying this side of
Peekskill, and may not got through to-night. The
pext high-water oceurs at 2 a, m,, but the water is
now very high and still nsing.  More damago is ap-
prebended before daylight, as several minor wash-
outs are reporied sonth of here. No serious troublo
ia reported from the north.

Fr

KINGSTON IN DANGER.

PEOTLE MOVING TO HIGH GROUSD,
1Y TRELEGRAPH TO THE TRIDUNE.

Kisosrox, N.Y., Dee. 10.=There has been a terri-
ble rain-storm here. Esopns Creek northof the
city tsoverflowing. Part of the city isunder wa-
ter. Peoplo are moving to higher ground their fur-
nitare and provisions, The safoty of tho bridge will

ocension anxiety if the rain eontinues,

———
PART OF ELMIRA UNDER WATER.

Ervina, N. Y., Dec. 10, =1t has rained here for the

oast twenty-fonr lours, The Chemnng River ia

higher than it as heen for years, Newtown Creek

has overflosed its banks, and the lower part of the

city is under water, Hotiman Creek is also over-
flowed.  Much damage has been done,

—
FLOOD IN THE MOHAWK,

Utios, N Y., Dee. 10.—~Heavy rain has fallen al-
moat ineeesantly during the past thirty-six hours,
and 4 atill pouring, The Mohawk River s rising,
bt ne damnage has been reported thus far. The
(hennugo River, at Sherburene, is Ligher than at any
time sines 1805, Railrond and other bridges in the
valley are threatened, Some private property is
datasged and more is in danger,

-

FLOODS IN ORANGE COUNTY, N, Y.

A RYSERVOUE OVIRFLOWING=A BRIDGE CARRIED
AWAY,

Porr Jenvis, N Y., Dee. 10.—The heavy
raln wiieh began falllug yeserduy mornlog still eon-
tinnes, and i85 e anprecedentsl tredhets dn all
well ay ohatrneting both radl-
wayr sl Wigheay travel, The vutlet of the reservole ol
thie MPort Jesvis Wter Combany ks onverflowing Ita nnka
dan to property, The Neversink
Hover at ( chackville, on the Me of the Dolaware
aud Hadson Cannl, Is overflowlng tis banks, entting off
teavel o this plaee, Trams arc losing time by running
cantintaly oser the Delpware Division of the Erie Rall-
rouid, Wit o vet thore has heeu 1o sorlons detent!on,
Fridge Nood wideh s L fest long sud 2 feet high,
and sttpsted modr Stephen’s Polnt, on the Jofferson
Braueh, sas carnied awoy Lo tlins nltemmoon.

il

FIERCE GALE ON THE JERSEY COAST.

WEAVY HAIS AND A DENSE MISI—BLILDINGS
FLisDED AT SOUTH AVMBOY,

Loxag Buasci, N.J., Dee. 10.—=At noon to-
day the raln stocin, whioh hus ¢ tinued withoot cesans
tion alnce Sunday nleht, audidenly ehanged lotoa gale.
This wind, which wia blowing from the east, Inereased
graduoally In velocity until 3 a'clock, when it blew a per-
fect toroado. It was sccompnnled by heavy raln and
adense mist. The life-saving statlong belween Sijuan
and Sandy Mook report that thers bave boen no warine

ldents, but the d ge atl along the sonthern shore
by wind and raln s roported sery ereat. Botween this
plisce and the Horseshos the Atorm Was the most severs,
but the only damage done was the CArTying Away of o
few bathing-houses, the sverturning of Summer-louses
and the fuoding of severnl Osbormen's Buts at Hallales,

near Beabright, The Bandy ook boat made ouly thy
ono trip uk N A, M., A after that It Wis tha perlious to
“rins lﬂ- nay, il all teavel over the Suthern Rallroad
between Now-York and Long Branch was nuapended,
Rl amd Perth Amboy suffered much by the waters of
Facitan Hay, which fooded tho buildings slong tho bay
rr vk
B iween M
I

prale

whritns 1 thls vicinity as

wuth Beaeh nna Asbory Pack, buge
o biufl bave heen waalied away, and
0 (TS A dn oy places,  The ||rnmllrl|: of
eedd ir bev o, dvortiening of hiath-linusea wid the plowing
down of oees s the only damee reported from Oeean
Grove apd Deal Beach, 1o the vielnny of Hpriog Lake
arl Seps i, tie storm toward night wus most se-
vere, it then bnving yeeeed around  to the sontheast,
The force of the storm s blocke A i the obd folet trow
e Eauat Bbiver to the seas, bt I dei et o
meh broad =r amd of greater depth thau Lhe ul
o it whikeln eonsting v «of Haht dranght can enter.
Lo=tiigat the ulmlm‘fn!uw & st gale trom the souii-
east, fuu 1o radn his eousoil

Lasa Mieaxon, Dee, 107 b 00
Huous gale this ufternoon from t

i Lobrents ol cniu
witid bas sl fie
No dish
vty
1., Doe. 10.—A" unusunlly scyere storm
net pwecps tl Seimdech New-Jersey
wil st lonkot 1a boing kept for
L Hadn i failen ingessaniay since 10 p.
o anil geavy scin fogs vell the const, A
d change of the beaeh s reported st Pulot
Thie storu In imost BEYere nurili of B,
—_—
EXCITEMENT IN VERMONT.
THYE WHETSTONE AND THE CONNECTICUT RISING—A
LARGE RETLDING WHVCKED,

grarrLesoro, Vi, Dee 10.—0ne of the
weyerear storing sinee the eveutful Soud of 1R69 haa pre-
varled dnve yesterday morning, whon it besne withisuow,
continuing untd 9 p.m., when it ehinnged to heavy raln,
wiich st continues with unabated fury, The Whetstooe,
at the lower eud of tho village, has rapldly risen, until
oW the wister I8 nearly as high as it was ever scch in
this stream. Most of the inhabitnots o that vicinlty
have been removed in boats, with portions of thelr por-
nonul eflvcts, to places of u.n-.:{. At tho present thine
It in npossible to estimate fhe damsge. A large
thiroe-story bullding has fullen into the stream, sot
in n tolal wreek, 16 18 Shought no lives wore luat, though
the billding fell withuut warulg Toe water s sliil
rising. Tho rain contiuucs without sbutement, nnd the

‘hiere has been a M-
uihenst, neeowpa-
sloec o v thils  morniug.
3 gutitbiwest aud the weather
» have been peported on land

and Greenfleld Raflroad ran into a 50 foot washont
this afternoon at West Deerfleld, George Field, the en-

gineer, was serionsly injured hy striking o & logra h
pole in Jumping oft. The easkbound express train,
which was due ot the scone of the disuater s fow winutes
Inter, would probably have rushed Into the wasbont had
1t not been warned Jl-bu wishap to thy éxira. West-
bound trains will be delayed ontil after midulght.

—_— - —

FLOODS IN PENNSYLVANTA.
THESUSQUENANNA, LENIGH AND FCHUYLKILL RIV-
Eits THREATENING TO OVERFLOW.

Lock Havex, Penn., Dec. 10.—It has heen
raming here since yesterdsy mornine The Weat
Brauwch at this polnt has been riaiog at the rate of nine
inelies per noue slnee noon, and ia now seven and o baif
feot above low-water mark. A serious overflow is feared.
Bald Eagle Creek hsa overflowed 1ts pauks, and 18 flood-
ing the lower end of the eity. Reports from Clearfield
say the river la m!nimn inches per hour. All the small
streams are very higl

THE SUSQUEINANNA RISING.

Wrtriaxsrort, Penn,, Deo. 10.~The West Branch of
the Busquehanns River at this place Is fourtesn fect
above low-watsr murk, and 18 rising Afteen inches an
Lonr, At Westport the banks are full, and the water 18
still rlsing. Lyeoming Creck is very high, and some por-
Hons of Newbeery are reported under water,

THE LEAIGH RIVER FLOODED,

MAvCH CHUNK, Penn,, Dee. 10.—=The Leligh River 1a
elglit fect abiove low water mark, uod still rising. No
damisge has been reported yet.

THE BCHUYLKILL FLOODING.

Reanixo, Peon., Dee. 10.—~The Schuylkill River, in
conscquence of recent ralns, has risen five feet above
low-witor mark. Unless the rain continues o serfous
damage |s apprehended.

s
ASEVERE STORM A1 TRENTON, N. .J,
Trestos, N. J., Dec. 10.—A severe sonth-

wast atorm hos been riglne hers for the past twenty-
four lours, part of the timo with great severity.

—————
HEAVY RAIN ON 1THE VIRGINIAN COAST.
Norrork, Va., Dez, 10.—A heavy ram-storm

bogan in this section last night, ‘The fall of ralu s very

Rrunt. =
EFFECTS IN THIS CITY AND VICINITY.

A HEAVY RAINFALL WITH HIGH WINDS—REMARK~
ABLE CHANGE IN THE BAROMETER — DISCOM-
FORTS AND ACCIDENTS,

The storm that swept ever the city yester-
Jiy was not uocxpected, but its violenoe sorprised
every one. The moruing broke throogh beavy miisses
of clonds, from which the raln descended In
fittul showers. It wus not long befors the wind
treshened into o gale from the southeast and became
anew element of discomfort, Btorm algnals bad beeu
raised at the Unlted Siates Bignal Bervice Burean
on the Equitable Building, at midolght, to wuin
veqsels In the harbor of the lmpeuding dan-
gor. Bofore 6 o'cloek  Dr. Donhauser distovercd
that the wind was blowing so0 strong #A
to sndanger the flagspole on which the lirge ed flag
was Oying. With considerable difficulty the flug was
tanled down and a smalier ons ralsed 1o its place, The

d-guage showed n velocity of about twentv-five
ﬁen an hour st tie time. By 9 o'clock the wind had
attalned a velocity of forty-elohit wiles, snd it was al-
most L possible to atand on the roof of the butia ng.

The rain continued to desoend In torrents, At inter-
vals thore would be slight ceasations ; then the fury of
the storm would break out anew. Thoe guticrs of the

stroeta were  flooded, and st many  of  the
streot corners pools of  water  collected T and
proved sources of greal  annoyance. Persona

who wero obliged to walk ont suffered moel dlscomfort.

The foroe of the wind did not decrease much until
afternoon, and the gale continued to blow from the
southeast. The veloclty was sbout forty mlles an hour
at 1 o'clock, and this was regarded as the average
veloelty for the day. At 4 o'clock the wind biew in
RUALA RE AN average rata of twenty miles an hoar, with
froquent changes (o fte Alrection.

The stroets along both river fronta were In wany
placcs overflawed, particularly the ferry appronches
fn thoe vicinity of Fulton and Washington Mar-
keta; It wos only by the use of temporary
tootbridges  thaa  pedestrians  were enabled to
resch the ferry-boats. Mauy of the cellars wera aléo
fQiled. The large fect of vosscls anchored off the Bal-
tery, 1o Gravesend Bay, and the © Haorseshoe,™
pesr  Bandy Hook, wers dou'ly secured by
extra aichors, and the uncasy motion opuscd by tho
high waves was foo tto be enjoyed by rhose on
hoard. ‘Lhe waved broke over the Haitery wall
and the plers; and whero there was any
trelght  on the plers It waa  profected by
henvy water-proof coverings, Very few vesaels passed
= . Hook durieg the oay, aml the sandy Hook
roonnecting with the New-Jersey Soutlern Rail-
disconiipned her toorning trips bosiuse of the
hienvy sea. No Fall River steamer pcachod the eity,
e down stenmer having come 08 fur as Nowport and
fuen relnrned B Full liver, The Ston ogton steamir
Moasinelysetis came throngh nll right, rooling horo
whwnt st botr Delind seliedinle e, Sue reported beavy
woesther on the Sovnd,

The storin was aecompatied by a remarkables change
ju the burometer, For aoveral daye previous to the

storty  the meroary  Lwl  stood  at 830.3%;  on
Mot lay mormng 18 bogm e fall 1t stood mp
2000 yestendsy  womning, showing o dechue of
over half  ao h. Heiween 3 oclock yesterday

worning and 4 o
e inrilier, wol Inst eve
et podint whieh 12 h

4. D, Donbw

¢ aiternoon §i tel] nearly an
it atood mL 2s 8, tllefow
velied 1n tbia ooty for sevorsl
sl lost eveuing that a
over an duch snd n bald in the Dba-
Fon in such o shorf Wime, Was & niost
wiistal oeenrrcnee, Inooll his experionce as a S

val Serviee offfiecr Do bl pever  observed  such
& chauge. Chauges of tie lurowe ¢r wete Wore
rapid  on the oecan  than on t.e land, he sald

Bt even at soa nothiog sbhort of & eyclone would
woise the barometer to futl s tnch sl w hslf in
thiptv-six hovrs, The unnsual change o the baremerer
porreapoiidial somew bat with the raintall, which was
wbont two Juches,  Nearly nn ines and i haif of ram rell
during yesterday, The wealker was warm. About noun
thit thermometor tndicated 5873 at midnisht it wis 445
Tuo avernge with 547§ 6 yeap ago LU wis 3674,

The peports which camwe to the Mgoal Scrvice Bureau
lnst evealng showed that the storo had been Yery gens
oral throughout the countey. 1t beenn n the sonthwest
anil was centred in Arkansos on Sunday. 16 eontinued
to wove in wnortheusterly direction, sprending gradusil
over the eutire country. Its force  was folt
soverely in the South Aticntie States, In mauy of the
Southern States the peports showed leavy rains, while
snow atd rain provailed in the North anit West, An inch
and & Walf  of raln  fell oot Albany, aud ol
Boston, where the wind  bad a velocity of
forty wiles per lbour, thers was an inch of rain,
There was aiso boavy an ut Portland, Me, No
repor 8 were roeelved from New-Loncon on aecount of
the elegraph wires having been blown down,  Reporta
from Cairo, L, Lpdianapolis, T, Keokuk, Towa, Leay-
cuwortiy, Kan., 81, Lowls, M, Viekaburg, Miss, sed
Shreveport, L, were nlso missing. From mguires
ut the ofMees of the Atinous aud Pacfle and  West-
ern Union Tolegraph Compaantos it wes lonrned that tho
storin hsd cansed mneh delny o senddng  wmessuges 10
the Weal, Ou many of the 1el aphi Tines the wires
were down or hiad Deoome crossed by swayine fu the
wind, sid messsgea had to be sout insrontdaboit ways.
cummunivation with Pittsburg and Harriaiurg was very
ditfi ult. Too  between  Hurttord and  New-Haven
wers belleved o be down, fs Chere wis B0 ool icss
tion,

The damage caused by the storin 1n Lhe elty wos vot
vory great, and few peeideuts were reported, lie top o
a chimney (o the rear of No. 11 Johu-at. was blown off
sud fell “down In the rear of the bullding apou #
aky-lghit, erashipg through this to the first floor,
through which It broke w large oole and fell mnto the
basewent. oo fless floor of the SLOTE 184 ae « as o Jewelry
wiore, ind the proprietor aad o castemer il passod be-
neath the skylight only & meicnt or two previoualy,
pnd tn the basetenl  (wo  padinfeis Were gl Work
within & fow feet of the spot woere the  stons
struch, The west wall of & new bulling in course of
oreetion  on  Ope-tundeedsand- sl y-second-st,,  near
Tonth-ave, was blown down, cavslng some exelicment,
bt jujarisg no omd  Two smal bu ldlivs o p o
ceas ol orection ue Nod. 186 and 158 Weel Fooy-
s Wil Wore  also  over.ur.ed, buat  uo  person
was njured.  The roof of un uottmished  baoaliug
in Avenue-A, between Elghty-firat aud Egh'y sccond-
Wd, Waa mown off and @ wod o he southwest corner
of Buehty seoond-et,, Where it fell on the Meii dist
Chureh, Tne cuurch, a frame butlding, was badly
wreokod, and the raln that fou In torie, 8 wade the
wulls of the unroofed butiviag unsife, The daiuage 1s
estbiated ot 1, The police informed the Bullding
Diegurtment, und 0ok mcisures Lo proveut aceidents
during the nleht,

.6 sLOrT WS VEIY severe In Brooklyn, but no serlous
dnmage was teported, The sewers In many places were
anuble to curry off the water, anl cons-quenily uumer-
ous collars were flooded espectinily nthe K siern DHstriot,
Tiere was o danﬁm breas In Sesenthi-t., near Graod-
#t. 1t wue repurted early in the day that great damage
bad been caused wt Coney Isluud, vut the reports
were found to be much exageerated. Tho water roso
unusnally tigh, but none of the permavent and
recr utly bullt  structorcs  were injured, so far ua
could be aseetamed, The Manuat.an Beach Hotel was

Connoeticut River 1o rlalng rapidly. Greab e
provalls here.
—p—

.NO FLOOD AT PROVIDENCE, It. L.
THE STORM ABATES IN GOOD TIME—A BUILDING
WRECKED.
Provipesce, R. L, Dec. 10.—A southenst
galo of uncommon sevority. accompanted by s heavy
rain, prevalled here this afternoon, with the higliest tide

of the season. This evening the gale abated just ln time
1o preveut & serious overflow of the docks. A large

lding ou Carpenterst., formerly Huntoon's cignr
wtore, which wos P;l:ehd i':’z.qmwm to removal,
was wrecked by sbo wind; 048 18

.
A FREIGHT TRAIN IN THE WATER.
NARROW ESCAPE OF AN EXPRESS TRAIN.
Greexvierp, Mass., Dee. 10.—The locomo-
tive and six cars of the extrs freight train on the Troy

entipely  surroutided by water, and the Fall-
road 1 4 mlopg the shure to the eastern
end of the TIslund was submerged.  The

Atlantie Garden wis somewhat damuged, a8 wee
also severnl vtuer pavilions west of Cable’s. A number
of auoient bathing-tiouses and other buoddings w
Covey Isalnd can well & weto carried oub T e,
The ses swept upon the shore with grest

damaged tue Concourse slong the water edge, mnd d -
etroyed the lower-bed# ln front of the Br. .on
Hotel, wiieb  wers  lald out  with ratle caro
aud great expeuse st Summer. It was feared
that the high tide at 8 «'viock would aweep
AWAY many of the straciurea pmage the Marive
Eailroud at Manbuitsn Beach, » v 1 ibe old strue-
tures st Culver's were cu tely wrecked. Ryan's,
Tilyou's sud Voorboes's pevii us wete badiy dmw
most of the bathing-bouses st Norton's wers our.

%m aud In ot thereabout,

FEES IN PUBLIC OFFICES.
—

RESULT OF THE INVESTIGATION.

THE REPORT OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION COMMIT-
TEE—MANY INSTANCES OF ILLEGAL CHARGES
GIVEN—INCEEASING THE COMMITIEE'S POWERS,

The Bar Association listened to a report last even-
ing from o committee on the fees asked in the offices
of the Rogister, County Clerk and Sheriff. The
mittee reported that illegal fees were demanded
gave examples of over charges in the several
offices, A resolution was passed enlorging the
powers of the committee and requesting it to cons
tinue ita labors,

——

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING.

THE COMMITTEE FINDS THAT ILLEGAL FEES WERE ¥X-
ACTED—AMUSING BILLS OF THE SHERINF—TUE
REGISTER MAKES A HALF-WAY HEFORM.

The rooms of the Bur Association in West
Twenty-niuth-st. were moderately well fiiled last
ulicht with wewbers who had sssembled to hear the re-
port of the committes appolated m September laat to
racetvo testimony in regard to the alleged filegal fees of
the Sheriff, the Rogister and the County Clerk. Of the
comumittes, which comprises Artemus I, Holmes,
Charles F. Maeclean, 1. W. Knox, George DoForest
Lord, and J. Adriance Bush, all the members were
present except Mr. Lord, who 15 absent from the eity.
Lewis L. Delafleld presided over the meeting,

Mr. Ifolmes read the report. It was hatened to
thronghont with apparently great interest. The come
mitter’s doseription of the conflicts with the sccused
officers to obtain informution about tie churges exeited
much laughier. A eorrvapondence with Couuty Clerk
Gumbleton, whereln the Jawter was elaborately
polite but elusive in regand to a request for permilsslon
1y eross-ezamine bls clerks, was foand very amusiog.
M:, Holmes rend thess portlons of the report in &
quietly sarcustio tone of voles that was  Very
telling,

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE,.

After giving the rosolution npider whieh the comnmitles
wak appointad, Mr. Holmes read the report, wilen m
substance wua s follows :

Although the task uudertaken by the committes has
pot been wholly accomplished, it iz deemed boest Lo make
a repott in order that the associntion may kive the com-
mittoe further nstructions, Many members of this as-
soclation offered dnenmentary and other evidones, A
large number, however, refised to. appear Lefore the
committee  personally, for fear of the conse-
quences to themselves and thewr elients, From pers
sonal visits of the committes and from other sources,
however, it was clearl® shown that lrregularitics ex-
isted, nud as the officlals expressed & willingoess to huve
their departments examined, the Investigation was b=
gon. Tie Register 18 requlred by law to keep a book
containing & recosd of the fecs taken and the services
reodered by hle  effles,  On examination, this
book was found to be  kept lucxactly, aod
pot  in substanbal  eompliance  with  the  Iaw
In the 500 ecases which were looked over,
¢xregsive charges were shown with Vory rare exeeps
tions, Ahwost immediately after Mr. Loew wok the
oftice a sehedule of eharges was deawn up, by which the
copylst wus to recelve one fee aud the Rogister another.
The legal chargo for recording wns 10 ccats o follo.
¥or recording & power of attoraey eovering ten folios,
and for which $1 was pald to the copyist, 125 wue
charged. In another case §2 was charged, where
only #120 should have been asked. In till nnother
{tstanes $3 70 was charged where the cost should have
boen #2 50, Mr. Loew, however, declared that he had
not seen this st of charges, Whon the cash books nsed
prior to the appointment of the committee of iuvestiga.
tion were ssked for the commiltee wak told that they
Lad beew fost and conld not be found, The books at the
uffice, however, showed upmistakably that cxcesslve

fees have been exacted,

A visit was then made to the Steriffs offiee. Ot the
raunner in which this ofice bas been conducted! the com-
mittee reccived many complaiuts from both lnwyers
and laymen, those of the latter belng under u pledge of
socrecy. The Bheriff and his de putics shiowed that they
were well sequalnted with the emoluments of thelr
. ffees and with the law relating thereto; and the Sherif
and Order-of-Arrest Clork smid It would be impossible to
carry on the offlee with the legal fees. We learned that
the deputy-sheriffs receive no salarics, but are allowed
cortaln fees, The results of this system are scen in the
account, sales, In every one of which are illegal
churg 8. For instence, under an execution for §8,670.
LWtk tnterest of §1,084 90, smounting to $9,755 34,
the right, title snd interest on a certain property was
s01d for £9,970, The Sherift’s bill was as follows:
Poundage. ... ......5125 06 | Nertifioate of sale.. $2025
Le vy and retu 259 | Compensation...... , 47 41
Advertising. . 149 25 —
Notiee of sale...... ‘-’)0001 Total.coeesonenea-¥214 B8

Deducting this from the whole amonnt leaves §9,
=55 34, which just satisfied the jndgment,

In anothier case the contents of & bakery were sold,
leaving 194, to satisly u judement of #93. The Shen’s
tres were $39, leaving jnlm. enough to wect the jndg.
ment. In stlll  ouorber case, the Suerifi’s bill
amounted to 8214 60, ngaln barely satisfying the ju
ment, These instances might be multiplied withont e
The Order of Arrest Clerk ndmitted that 371 cents was
the legal foe for u onil-bond, while $1175 wis actually
charged. He al admitted that the snms received were
aivided between himself and his subordinates, and that
e had atseharged fonr for pot dividing fairly with him,

Turee visits were wade to the Lugliow Street Jul, and
the books were asked for, s the tommittee had beon
tolil that they would reveal extortion. The reply was
misde thint these books bad been destroved, sid that now
the geconuts were kept on shects of paper which were
destrored ot the ond of each mwonth. Tho jail sccmed to
be manuged for profit, without regard to the law, and &
thoroughh investicution was sdvisible,

The Connty Clerk wus visited on November 23, and an
tnvestlzmtion wos made in the cases of mechanies®
lews.  When the books contaming the peconnts of tees
were asked (or the eommittes was told that thete were
no snch hooks but only memoranda kept un little ships
of paper that were thrown sway after sovernl
This was the only secount Xept,  The County Cloek sald
e fnd hardly thought that there was to be so searchl
and thorough an investigntion, and sugeested that
would be well to retuen to bis perivate office. In one
case #  oharee 100 per cent in” excoss of
what was legnl was discovereid. Tha clerk suddenly
anbid that he lind nn engagement and boreied away.  As
he (id not waut the luvestigation to contitnue 1n nls abe
scnee, many attemwpts wers maide by the commltios
to flud him i his  offiee, but e wus ke
ways abwent, sod the Deputy County Clerk
«ald thit 1t would be an act of gEross jusubors
diuation for him to permit a further luvestication
during the absence of his superior. The comwmities
wrole to the County  Clerk, setting o day to coutinne the
examination. Tu bis reply the Clerk smad thit 1t would
be # pleasure to help the committee of so hon-
oralle & body as the HBar  Assoclution, and
askied for w  specitie  lisg of  the  charges
waich the committve was lnvestizafing The come
wiiteo replied that the abkenee of the Crk from his
office wis the ouly obstacle in the way of the further ex-
awlnition of the books, and appeinted o duy on which te
weet i, The Clerk replied that they ought o
state  their  plan;  that  the oficers of  the
law conld not set unless the vell of s m'l-lv wud
removidd [lanchter], and be agnin asked what the charges
were wiien  the  comuntiee charuoterize us * noto=
rions.” Tue committea wrote on Decembor 4, statin
(hat B the ebspeees wepe fomnd to e (iie, dbey intendae
to luy them before the Grand Jury: wnd A they were
fuls., to exenorate those sald to have been implicated,
The committes depied any intention of aeting scerely,
or of Bolug i ueneed ot dll by partisan motives,

Thus it will be seen that puly u Humited exsmination of
affuirs (1 the County Clork's offive Lins been made, bug
Uho comumittes bus reason Lo beiteve that excessive
elnrges iave bees wade there us wiil ng elsewhere.

Taree visits were made to the Controller, i order to
exniine the accounta renderod to bim, and when
committes  wade  known  the object of thele
visdt  be  lumediately  smd: 1 know  what
yom waut: you caw’t have them and yon shan't
Lave them, aod thut's the end of " On being
skl To wtale the provision of the statuto on which o
bused the refisil, tie deelined to disouss tho watter, nid
reiterated his refusal, He siated, on inguiry, that copies
of the evideuee would be faruishied on betug pald for,
When the price was oitered, e referred the matter to
his sudioc. They sent for the papers, and were
proceeding 0 ascertain the pumber of folios tw be
elirged for, when the auditor wis seut for by the Cons
troller. On his retues, alihough informed by two of the
wirimbors making the requost that 1t come within the
provisiuns relating to such inspeciion, le declined to
give uuy lnformation uuless they put ther statements

1n the (orm of wifldavits,

G. . Arnold salid be thought the resolation too swecps
ing. G. W, Wingate moved as an amendment that the

United States Register In Baukruptey be included

ta the Investigation. OGeorge ., Yeamasn  sald
that abuses were old  abuses, wod that the
lawyers of the elty were culpable for ha

endured them.  Heo did  not :
wssociation wanted the scalp of a puble officer who
would retorm his office, Tohe commitiee ougit to be

given dise power lu LuLs respoct.
Ex-Judge FPea sand LBl WA Op-
posed 10 compou ing  oftegees, I the
offlcers  were they ought fo be pune
Tho eouunlites uad  vo  me wer

s, re

ihin other eltizons to appear before the Grand J
sbout such s watter, He was deilghted with the
wnd woped it would be ado; . Adriance Bush
Gl the Hegisler promissd reforins but enly ful
them Wl mewbers of tue bar were ooneerved,
p G.R.Bellnldmwuwﬁud to hasgy sction,
moved that the rommitiee be required (o make
in s mouth's tiue.  His wotion was by &
14 that the committeo has exceaded
suthority  .v the ofiocs of the County
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